Meet the Moggies - Parent/Teacher/Carer Suggestions

Meet the Moggies is the first book of a series, each of which is based in an area of Scotland
called the Rhins of Galloway. Bosun, Bonnie, Morag, Dusty and Ted are five cat friends who live
in the South Rhins, in and around Scotland'’s most southerly village, Drummeore, in the parish
of Kirkmaiden and close to the Mull of Galloway, the southernmost tip of Scotland.

This first book outlines who the cats are, where they live, what they do and how their
adventures begin. It also gives readers an impression of the beauty of the area in which they
live, stunningly brought to life by local artist Jane Fraser. Collectively called the Moggies,
future books will see the cats launched back in time and into adventures that celebrate the
rich heritage and folklore of the area.

Each book has been written in such a way as to encourage discussion beyond the stories and
these notes, specific to each book, will outline some of the possible avenues to explore. Here
are just some ideas for Meet the Moggies, including questions about the story and others
about the lives we lead.

None of this guidance is intended to detract from the joy of reading stories to children, but the
occasional question might unlock some rich discussion.

Where we meet the Moggies:

«  What's the same and what is different about each of the cats?

« Ifyou were to put the Moggies into pairs, with one left out, which
ones would go together?
«  What's the same and what is different about you and me?
« Find three things around you now. Which is the odd one out?

e Where we see the landscape:
«  What kind of animals might live here - on the land, in the sea and
B e in the air?

[, «  What kind of animals wouldn’t live in this area?
; v« Ifyou were to go on a walk here, where would you start and
finish?
« Ifyou were to build a house in this area, where would you put it?
« Is either of these better — living near people or away from
people?

Where we see where each of the Moggies live:

« Ted just wanders — what would his life be like?

« Let’s put the other four places in order, from best to least good for
a cat to live.

«  What would be the pros (good things) and cons (not good things)
of these places for people to live?
«  Where would you rather live — under the sea, in the jungle or

on the moon?

Meet the Moggies Suggestions https://www.pfsbooks.co.uk



Where we're reminded who the Moggies are:
« Canyou remember their names?
«  Which name do you like the most?
« Canyou find a way to make their names easy to remember?
«  Which of the Moggies has the most unusual name?
« Are names important?

Where we see what each cat does each day (apart from sleep!):
«  Why do you think each of the Moggies does what they do?
«  Would you say the Moggies are happy?
« Canwe really tell how animals are feeling?
« Are there any feelings that humans have but which animals
don't?

Where we discover some of the things humans do in the area:

« Alliteration is where words start with the same sound, like ‘farm'’
and 'fish’ Can you add an extra thing to each that you think the
humans might do in this area, but starting with the same sound
as the other two?

«  Which of the things that humans do might be work and which
might be play?

«  What is the difference between work and play?
« Is there some work that is play, and some play that is work?

Where we think about noticing:

« The Moggies are good at noticing. Let's look around us now — do
you notice anything interesting?

« Canyou see something you think | haven't noticed?

« Can we notice things with our other senses?
« Is 'noticing’ different to ‘seeing'?

; Where we see the day beginning to close:
{ ' \ « Whenis dusk?
: What other names do we have for different parts of the day?
Let's put these in order, from the earliest to the latest.
Do you have a favourite time of day?
«  Why do you think we sleep at night and are awake in the day?
«  Why do you think we sleep?
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Where we see the Moggies climb the lighthouse steps:
«  Would you like to climb to the very top of this lighthouse?
« Would you need to be brave to go all the way to the top?
« Can you remember doing something brave?
«  What other ways can we be brave?
« Do we have to be scared in order to be brave?

Where we think about what might come next:

+ Do you think the Moggies will enjoy adventures?

« Is there an adventure you'd like to go on?

« Do you like knowing where you're going, or do you prefer
surprises?
«  What makes a surprise good or bad?

A few other things to do:

« Can you find anything hiding in any of the illustrations?

« The Moggies live in the small parish of Kirkmaiden. What makes for a good community?
Could you design your own ideal community? What would you name it?

« Look at a map of the United Kingdom. Can you find the Rhins of Galloway? ‘Rhins’ means
‘point’ or 'headland’. Can you find other headlands in the UK?

« Try to have a week where you notice something new each day about a familiar place, like
your bedroom or your classroom.

« Research lighthouses around the world — they're loved by so many people. Look
particularly at the Northern Lighthouse Board, which operates Scotland's lighthouses:
https://www.nlb.org.uk/ . Maybe do a project on them that includes things like the
tallest, the oldest, the most remote, the different names (such as Muckle Flugga!), the
most steps. You could also find out who built them and something about the lives of
lighthouse keepers.

And a general note on questioning:
« Keep these general kind of questions in mind in discussions, not just with children, but with
anyone:
«  Meaning: "What do you mean by...?"; "Why do you think that?"
« Truth: "How do you know?"; “Can you give me an example?”
« Value: "Is that important?”; “So what should we do then?”

Keep your eye out for any news and updates at https://www.philosophyforschools.co.uk or
https://pfsbook.co.uk , and (et us know how you get on with Meet the Moggies!
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